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ACTIVITITY OF THE PRESIDENT
 TELECONFERENCE ON 50TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK
Convener: Carlos Delgado
Attendees: Paul Marinos, Faquan Wu, Sébastien Dupray and Giorgio Lollino
Excused: Ricardo Oliveira and Ann Williams
On Monday, 23rd April, 2012, a teleconference was held to discuss the production of
IAEG 50th anniversary book. All the attendees contributed lots of valuable opinions
concerning all aspects of the production of the book including language, content
planning, historical data collection, website and ftp support, publisher, samples from
sister societies, sponsor and book distribution.
Carlos will discuss with ExCom the principle of private sponsorship and possible ways
for the book to be bought by national groups.
Besides the steps above, details of the book will be improved and refined at the Banff
meeting and next teleconference.
Carlos finished the conference thanking all those present.

 Carlos’ visit in China
Invitated by the head of China
National Group, prof. Faquan Wu,
the IAEG President prof. Carlos
Delgado and his wife Catarina have
visited China from Wednesday, 4th
Jan. to Saturday, 14th Jan 2012.
They will visit institutes,
universities and construction sites in
three cities, Beijing, Xi’an and
Lanzhou. The president will make
two speeches in IGGCAS in Beijing
and Changan University in Xi’an.
Carlos gave a lecture on "Soil improvement by grouting: theoretical basis and practical
examples" in Institute of Geology and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences in
Beijing on Wednesday, 4th Jan 2012. Prof. F. Wu delivered a lecture on Brief
introduction of engineering geology in China. Also, Prof. Wu talked about IAEG
development in China.
In the welcome dinner, the past IAEG president Chinese Academician Sijing Wang and
his wife have met Carlos and his wife Catarina.
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On 4th Jan. 2012，Carlos visited the Institute of Geomechanics, Chinese Academy of
Geological Sciences (IGCAGS) and IAEG C-24 and held a brief symposium with the
Chinese experts and staff in neotectonics and geohazards field (See the news of C24).
From Saturday, 7th Jan. to Tuesday, 10th Jan. 2012, Carlos and his wife Catarina visited
Xi’an, a capital city of Shanxi province in west of China, also one of the world's four
major ancient civilization. They visited Chang'an University, Xi’an Centre of
Geological Survey CGS, China JK Institute of Engineering Investigation and Design
and the First Survey & Design Institute of China Railways (FSDI) and then took a field
survey on ground fissures in Xi’an.

They traveled in Lanzhou, China from January 10 to January 13 2012. As planed, they
visited Lanzhou-Chongqing railway Co. Ltd., China Railway Yiyuan Engineering
Group Co. Ltd (CRYEG) and Lanzhou University. During the visit, Carlos had a site
investigation at Taoshuping tunnel, a difficult soft rock railway tunnel, and Heifangtai
loess landslides, and made some discussion with the engineering geologists. The visits
were accompanied by IAEG Secretary General Prof. Faquan WU.

Please see detailed reports on IAEG website
http://www.iaeg.info/index.php/item/10-president-delgado-in-china

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARIAT
1. Membership
Since the beginning of December last year, the secretariat has been collecting
membership information from National Groups for the database establishment, Bulletin
and E-tokens dispatch. The secretariat has made some adjustments and there were fewer
sheets to be filled in by NGs to make the process more simple and effective. The
Secretariat has also given a progress update to VPs at intervals. VPs played a positive
role in membership information collection.
37 NGs of a total 55 have kindly replied and provided their detailed information of
members (see Table 1) so far. We have now 3513 members from the 37 NGs in total,
including 1966 members with Bulletin, 1536 members without Bulletin and 11 associate
members. The total number of members from the same 37 NGs has increased by 16%
compared with last year, and the total member number has increased by 361 from the 55
NGs. We are optimistic that the number will likely to go on growing after the
information is updated by the remaining 18 NGs.
For the percentage composition in 2012, membership and Bulletin subscription, Europe
occupies a big proportion, Asia and Australasia second, and North American, South
American and South Africa follows.
For the membership fees collection, there are only 28 NGs that have paid their fees in
time in 2011. I hope to get everyone’s attention.

Pie graph for IAEG membership (Left) and Bulletin subscription (Right) till April 26, 2012

2. Dispatch of Bulletin in 2011 and Communication with Springer
At the beginning of December last year, in order to obtain more effective feed-back, the
secretariat made an online survey to collect Bulletin dispatch information. Unfortunately,
the secretariat received only 51 responses from 14 NGs! That is not enough. The
secretariat plans to make the online survey in December every year and hopes for a
higer level of response next time.
The secretariat has given high priority to the tokens for access to the Bulletin. An online
survey was launched but the results were not satisfactory. Springer was not willing to
resend all 2011 tokens because there were only a few complaints about this. Through
negotiation, Springer has activated the online access for members automatically
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according to email addresses of the members.
The Secretariat has promised a responsible and prompt reply to all NGs’ emails on
issues related to Springer, especially regarding the Bulletin and tokens dispatch this year.
We believe these issues have been resolved to everyone's satisfaction so far.
3. Video conferencing
Since 2011, the secretariat has made an effort to promote the use of a free video
conference system developed by the Chinese Academy of Sciences. It has been used for
the ExCom meeting to facilitate discussion and voting for the 2012 Hans Cloos Medal,
and for a meeting on the 50th anniversary book. It still has a few challenges, but further
technical support will make the system more stable and complete the English interface.
The Secretariat hopes the video conference system could be an easy tool to enhance the
cohesion of IAEG and better communication in the future.
4. Hans Cloos Medal and Richard Wolters Prize 2012
An ExCom video conference was organized on Oct. 28, 2011 to discuss and elect the
winner of the Hans Cloos Medal 2012 from four nominations. The Hans Cloos Medal
2012 will be awarded to Victor Ivanovich OSIPOV from Russia..
Nominations for the RWP 2012 were called in the beginning of Nov. 2011. Six valid
nominations have been received from 6 NGs and the Nominee List Announcement was
made on Jan. 17, 2012. The RWP will be contested and awarded at the ISL/NASL
conference to be held in Banff, Canada in June.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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NEWS FROM VICE PRESIDENTS

AFRICA
-By John Stiff

South Africa is currently still the only national group in good standing in the African
Region (no confirmation has been received regarding Algeria’s membership status).
Historically there were national groups in Africa affiliated to IAEG in Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt,
Ghana, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, Sudan and Tunisia.
Contact has been initiated with Mozambique, Angola, Madagascar, Ghana, Senegal and
Nigeria and Tanzania. Although no response has been received to date from these countries,
the economic activity in most of the countries and sub regions suggests that, in persevering,
we will be successful in getting some of these groups off the ground.
A possible recipe for the African Region is to establish at first sub-regional groups to
initially gain a critical mass of membership from which national groups can later separate
and gain independence. These can be structured on a similar basis to the existing African
Development and Economic Communities of SADC (South Africa), ECOWAS (West
Africa), UMA (Arab states of North Africa), COMESA (East Africa), ECCAS (Central
Africa) and CEN-SAD (Sahel-Saharan States).
South Africa National Group (SAIEG)
The South African National Group (Group) has shown an 8 percent increase in membership
in 2011 and now numbers 185 drawing members from South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe
and Botswana and fulfils to some extent the sub-regional role suggested above. SAIEG
actively liaises with the Geotechnical Division of the South African Institution of Civil
Engineering (SAICE), together with which we run various meetings and Conferences. We
are also actively involved with the South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions
(SACNASP), from which South African Engineering Geologists gain their professional
registration to practice. SAIEG still liaises closely with the local national groups of ISRM
(SANIRE), ISSMGE (SAICE), International Tunnelling Association (SANCOT) as well as
the Geological Society of South Africa (GSSA) and the AEG (USA).
Members of SAIEG have been ecouraged to use the IAEG Bulletin to publicise work
carried out in South Africa. Unfortunately, very few members are actively publishing work
locally and very few publications are forthcoming.
I had hoped to have more opportunities from my professional work in African countries for
establishing contact in direct contact through my travels. As I have not been able to travel as
widely as I had hoped I have had to rely on email contact, but the response so far, without
regular face-to-face contact has been unsatisfactory. Attempts continue to be made to
establish contacts during conferences, through mutual colleagues and through emails.
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ASIA
-by Runqiu Huang

1、
、Introduction
There are 11 NGs in Asia region, and they are China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Singapore, Vietnam and the Southeast Asian Geotechnical
Society (SEAGS), which is as a regional society to cover Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore,
Philippines, Hong Kong and Taiwan.
2、
、Membership
So far as now, only 6 NGs have updated membership and Bulletin subscription for 2012.
They are India, Japan, Korea, Singapore, SEAGS and China. For more details, India has
26 members and 13 members with Bulletin, nearly the same as last year; Japan has 105
members and 98 members with Bulletin, nearly 8% decrease as last year; Korea has 9
members and all with Bulletin, nearly 18% decrease as last year; Singapore has 67
members and 3 members with Bulletin; SEAGS has 30 members and all with Bulletin,
same as last year; China has 345 members and 166 members with Bulletin, compared to
data last year, it is about 8% increase in total members number and 4% increase in
members with Bulletin in 2012.
NG

With B. Without B. Assoc. Total

China P.R. 166

179

345

India

13

13

26

Japan

98

1

Korea

9

Indonesia
Iran
6

105
9

Malaisie
Nepal
Singapore

3

SEAGS

30

64

67
30

Vietnam
Total

319

257

6

582

3、
、NGs Activity
India
On 17-19 January 2011, the Society successfully organized the International Conference
on Underground Space Technology (ICUST) and 8th Asian Regional Conference of the
IAEG, Bangalore.
Journal of Engineering Geology, Vol XXXVII. Nos 1-4. Compilation of 41 papers of
the International Conference on Underground Space Technology (ICUST) was released.
And ISEG News, Vol.7, No.1 was released.
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During 04-06 April 2012, a series of training programme were carried out for the
Society’s 2nd Geotechnical Orientation Programme at Faridabad. The training programs
were related to engineering geological and geotechnical engineering works.
Japan
In 2011, JSEG has Japan Geoscience Union Meeting, General Assembly accompanying
a technical symposium with a theme “History and Vision of Engineering Geology”
and an annual study meeting.
And also the Japan Geoscience Union Meeting and the General Assembly
accompanying a technical symposium “The Latest Technology of Topographical
Measurement and its Application to Engineering Geology” have been organized.
Six journals of the JSEG were published: Volume 52, No.1 to No.6 .
Korea
Korea NG decided Prof. Bo-An Park as President of IAEG Korea NG since April, 2012.
The 1st Educational Program on Engineering Geology and the National Conference on
Engineering Geology was held in 2011.
Eight issues of the Journal of Engineering Geology was published.
China
Annual national conference of Chinese Engineering Geology Committee was held in
Xining, Qinghai Province in the last year. 40 members of China National Group were
organized to attend the IAEG European regional Conference (Engeopro-2011) in
Moscow, Russia, Sept. 5-10, 2011. The 5th Chinese Top Forum of Engineering Geology
was held in Guiling in 2012.
The 12th ISRM International Congress has been held in China National Conventional
Center on Oct. 17-21, 2011 in Beijing, president of IAEG China NG prof. Wu Faquan
attended the activities and made an address on the 50th anniversary ceremony of ISRM.
Recommend Dr. Tang Chaosheng as a candidate for IAEG Richard Wolters Prize.
Invited by China National Group, IAEG President Prof. Carlos Delgado and his wife
Catarina visited China from Wednesday, 4th Jan 2012 to Saturday, 14th Jan 2012.
Six issues of Chinese Journal of Engineering Geology have been published and the
collected works of Prof. Xu Bing, the passed General Scretary of Chinese Engineering
Geology commission, has been published by China Geological Press.
The annual national conference 2012 of Chinese Engineering Geology Commission,
forum on urban geological environment and sustainable development and an
International Symposium on Coastal Engineering Geology (ISCEG-Shanghai 2012),
sponsored by IAEG will be held 2012.
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AUTRALAISA
-by Ann Williams

Introduction
Australasia is made up of the Australian and New Zealand National Groups. The
Australian National Group of the IAEG is part of the Australian Geomechanics Society
(AGS) and the New Zealand National Group of the IAEG is part of the New Zealand
Geotechnical Society (NZGS). All members of the AGS and NZGS are affiliated to one
or more of the IAEG, ISRM or ISSMGE.
Both Societies produce a biannual publication: the AGS produces Australian
Geomechanics, a Journal that contains predominantly peer-reviewed articles; the NZGS
producesGeomechanics News, a magazine that reports news and activities of the society,
products, short technical, industry and training related articles as well as advertising.
Membership Information
Total number of Australian members affiliated to IAEG at Mar 2012

297

(Members with Bulletin at Mar 2012

176)

Total number of NZ members affiliated to IAEG at May 2012
(Members with Bulletin at Mar 2012

300
160)

Group Activity
The membership of IAEG within both New Zealand and Australia has continued to
grow (by 10 % and 11% respectively in 2012), with just over half (53% and 59 %)
subscribing to the Bulletin.
Young Professionals
New Zealand Geotechnical Society Scholarship: During 2010, the NZGS agreed to
provide funding for a scholarship that would enable a member of the Society to
undertake research in New Zealand that would advance the objectives of the Society.
The inaugural scholarship was awarded to Mohammad JawadArefi for completion of
PhD studies at Canterbury University into the effects of nonlinearity and uncertainty in
site response analysis.
The 2011 NZGS Student Prizes (one each awarded in the North and South Islands) were
awarded to Saskia de Vilder for her paper and presentation "An Engineering Geological
Investigation of the Tutira Landslide Dam, Hawke's Bay, New Zealand" and Sam Harris
for his paper and presentation "A Site Specific Warning System for Rainfall‐Induced
Landslides."
Registration of Engineering Geologists
Last year we reported that the Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand (IPENZ)
has agreed to the registration of Engineering Geologists as"Professional Engineering
Geologists". Guidelines for evaluating engineering geologists' competency have now
been developed and reviewed internationally and within NZ. It is expected that we will
shortly be able to initiate assessments. This process has been aided by the Christchurch
earthquakes and the Commission of Enquiry into them, which hasidentified the need for
establishing a professional 'standard' for those undertaking assessments and remedial
design work.
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Christchurch Earthquakes
NZGS registered its intention to prepare a submission to the Royal Commission on the
Canterbury earthquakes. The text of our registration document is on the NZGS website.
The remit of the commission is relatively narrow and aimed at the CBD buildings that
failed and in which lives were lost. We have been liaising with IPENZ and the other
affiliated societies to ensure that presentations to the Commission will present a
coherent understanding of both the historical and current practice of engineering in NZ.
From an engineering geological perspective, that includes a discussion on the historical
controls on land development for commercial and residential purposes.
Of immediate interest is the work of the Engineering Advisory Group, which is
promoting draft guidelines for assessment of liquefaction potential for land
development. This document will require close examination and comment to ensure that
it actually achieves what it sets out to do. SESOC has released a Practice Note on
Design of Conventional Structural Systems, which includes geotechnical issues. These
need to be reviewed and commented on.
NZGS Guidelines
Module 2 – Seismic Design Guidelines, Retaining Walls isnearing completion.
AGS4 (Association of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Specialists) Electronic
Transfer of Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Data Edition 4 - Guideline adjusted for
NZ environment to be implemented this year to streamline presentation and sharing of
data.
Courses/ lectures supported by NZGS and AGS:
This section describes group activity occurring that is additional to monthly regional
meetings.
Rankine Lecture: Prof Tom O’Rourke presented his Rankine lecture at venues across
New Zealand in October 2011.
Geomechanics Lecture: The 2011 NZ Geomechanics Lecturewas awarded to Professor
David Bell of Canterbury University (past IAEG VP Australasia). Dr Bell’s lecture
was entitled “Geo-Logic and the Art of Geotechnical Practice” and was presented at
venues around NZ. His final presentation will be to the ANZ conference in July 2012.
Field mapping course – A field mapping course, including foreshore, cliff and
geomorphic mapping led by Dr Warwick Prebble will be held in Auckland in May 2012.
The ANZ (Australia-New Zealand GeomechanicsConference) will be held in
Melbourne, Australia in July 2012 with the theme, “ Ground Engineering in a
Changing World” .The biannual Australia NZ Young Geotechnical Professionals
conference will take place in association with this conference. NZGS together with the
EQC will offer 10 scholarships of $1000 each to support attendance of young
professionals at this conference.
2nd Engineering Geology Field Course, Wollongong, Australia.The Wollongong based
course is designed to teach field skills in engineering geology and will next be held in
September 2012. This 9 day course will be presented by Fred Baynes, Phil Flentje and
Mark Eggers and is restricted to 18 participants. The first course was held in 2010.
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5th Geology for Engineers Course, Adelaide, Australia. The latest edition of
theAdelaide Geology for Engineers course was held in September-October 2011. This
course is designed for geotechnical engineers involved in civil and mining projects who
have a limited geological background. The course was presented by Fred Baynes, Phil
Flentje and Mark Eggers with support from Alan Moon. The next course is scheduled
for 2013.
Mark Eggers (Australian liaison IAEG) has led preparations for the Engineering
GeologySymposia that will be held as part of the 34thInternational Geological Congress,
“Unearthing our Past and Future – Resourcing Tomorrow” in Brisbane, Australia
in August 2012.
The next (19th) NZGS Symposium is to be held in 2013 in Queenstown, NZ.
The 6thInternational Conference on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering conference
will be held in Christchurch in 2015.

Ann Williams
IAEG Vice-President, Australasia

SOUTHERN EUROPE
By Atiye TUGRUL

Annual activity reports have been received from the following twelve IAEG National
Groups in Southern Europe Region till April 23, 2012: Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus,
France, Greece, Hungary, Portugal, Romania,Serbia (Yugoslavia), Spain, Switzerland
and Turkey. Some general remarks could be made for the last period 2011 September 2012 April.
The Vice-President for Southern Europe, Prof. Dr. Atiye TUGRUL has been involved,
as a member of Technical Committee, for an IAEG sponsored International Symposium,
“ International Symposium on Coastal Engineering Geology IS-Shanghai 2012”
Shanghai-China (20-21September).
She attended to SARM international conference on Sustainable Aggregates Resource
Management as invited speaker in Ljubljana, Slovenia on September 20-22, 2011 and
visited Slovenian National Group on 20-22September, 2011 and discussed on IAEG
matter with the President Slovenian National Group. She will attend to GLOBAL
STONE 2012 Congress as a Key Note Speaker between 16-20July 2012. This is also
good opportunity for visiting Portugal National Group, during the Congress.
Membership level has been accordingly on the same level as the year before. We are
hopeful that the active web page will improve both the number of members and the
activities of the Association.The proposal to join several national groups in a conference
arrangement with our help from executive committee is a way to increase the member
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activity. We all will help the web master and editör of bulletin with good papers as
needed in the expansion of IAEG.
Considering the annual reports received from National Groups of the geographic area of
competence, activities of the National Groups have mainly resulted in:
-Interaction with other National Organizations and Associations acting in the
Engineering Geology domain,
- Participation to Congress and the matic symposiums/conferences/working groups,
- Organization/funding of the matic workshops, seminars, field trips, publications.
The most covered topics relates to:
- Tunnels and underground structures: construction and technical assistance,
- Geological materials, Building Stones and aggregates,
- Mining, quarrying,
- Ready mix concrete
- Design with Geo-hazards: The Engineering Geological Approach,
- Geology and Geotechnic,Geology and Geophysics,
- Engineering Geology-Rock Mechanics,
- Stabilization of slopes,
- Tunnelling induced ground movements and their impact on buildings,
- Geotechnical instrumentation in bridges, railways and buildings monitoring
- Geological Engineering in Historicalsites
- The contribution of Engineering Geology to the infrastructure projects
- Hydrogeology
- Geothermal energy
Together with this letter, follow the attached reports issued by National Groups of:
Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus,France,Greece,Hungary, Portugal, Romania,Serbia
(Yugoslavia), Spain, Switzerland and Turkey.Unfortunately, we could not receive any
reply and information from five NGs, these are as following: Albania, Croatia, Georgia,
Italy and Slovenia.
İstanbul, April23,2012
Prof. Dr. Atiye TUGRUL, IAEG Vice-President for Southern Europe

NORTH AMERICA
-by Réjean Couture

Background
The North America Region includes the United States of America (USA), Canada and
Mexico. The USA National Group is represented by the Association of Environmental
& Engineering Geologists (AEG). In Canada, the Canadian Geotechnical Society’s
Engineering Geology Division (CGS-EGD) represents the Canadian National Group.
Currently, Mexico has no identified National Group. Preliminary discussions are now
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talking place between IAEG VP North America some Mexican representatives that
hopefully will lead to the re-integration of the Mexican National Group within the
IAEG. In Haiti, the SOHAGIE (Société Haïtienne pour la Géologie de l' Ingénieur et de
l' Environnement) is still in the process of being established as a professional
association. Discussions with SOAHGIE are still ongoing.
Missions
AEG. The Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes
to its members' professional success and the public welfare by providing leadership,
advocacy, and applied research in environmental and engineering geology. AEG's
values are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to assume
stewardship over their fields of expertise. In support of serving an international network
of environmental and engineering geologists devoted to excellence, AEG values:
Upholding sound principles of scientific inquiry with respect to the study and evaluation
of geologic processes, their impact on humans, and the human impact on Earth;
Encouraging and facilitating ongoing education and training as well as supporting
members in their dedication to their work; and
Building public appreciation for how environmental and engineering geology contribute
to public safety and the protection of property
CGS. The Canadian Geotechnical Society is the premier organization for geotechnical
engineers and geoscientists in Canada and is dedicated to advancing knowledge and
creating opportunities for the sharing of information by practitioners in a broad range of
geotechnical disciplines. The CGS is a driving force in the geotechnical profession
providing opportunities for members to:
Upgrade their skills through local, regional and national professional development
offerings;
Present and publish results of research, design and construction in the field of
geotechnology and related geoscience; and
Meet, exchange views and experiences, and establish networks on a discipline basis and
a geographical basis.
The Society represents Canadian geotechnology and related geoscience, both nationally
and internationally, by:
Fostering cooperation with related national and international organizations;
Addressing issues and needs connected with geotechnical and related geoscience
research in Canada;
Producing publications for the use of members and other professionals; and
Developing, maintaining and improving communications among geoprofessionals in
Canada, including an annual geotechnical Conference.
Memberships
AEG has over 3,400 members located mostly in the United States. AEG ’ s
membership is organized into 25 Sections, 2 of which are international (Montreal and
South Africa) and the others are in the United States. AEG is the organization that
represents IAEG in the United States and the current IAEG roster includes 43 members
without the Bulletin and 41 members with the Bulletin.
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The CGS has 1,200 members across Canada and around the world, including 129 CGS
members belonging to IAEG in 2011. The majority of members originate from nine
Canadian Provinces, whilst the remaining members are from various countries,
including USA, Switzerland, Ireland, Hong Kong, Singapore, South Lebanon, France,
Netherlands, Norway and Japan.
Réjean Couture
Prepared with the help of Becky Roland, Jeffrey Keaton, and Davide Elmo

SOUTH AMERICA
-by Silvina A. Marfil`

In November 2011 in Sao Pablo (Brasil) a South American meeting was made during
the 13rd Brazilian Congress of Engineering Geology and Environmental.
People from Perú, Uruguay, Brasil, Argentina and Colombia have participated.
The main topic was: Perspectives of Geology and Environmental Engineering in Latin
America and the Caribbean. It was formalized the integration of a working group of
regional character in order to strengthen the engineering geology in the area of South
America and the Caribbean. Each NG proposed representatives to work together in
theses topics.
Membership
Argentina: 40 members with Bulletin;
Brazil: 38 members, 27 with bulletin and 11 without bulletin;
Colombia: 17 members with Bulletin.
Activities
• Argentina has organized a Course on Neotectonics applied to engineering, the 10º
Symposium on Engineering Geology and the Environment.last year, modified the
Web page (www.asagai.org.ar), and published the Journal of Geology Applied to
Engineering and the Environment, Nº 26 and Nº 29 in 2011-2012.
• Brazil has organized the 14th Brazilian Congress of Engineering Geology and
Environment and published the Journal Revista Brasileira de Geologia de
Engenharia e Ambiental. And planned the following activities:
General Glossary of Technical Terms in EG and Environmental
Guide for Good Practice Environmental Recovery in Limestone Quarries and
Mines
Alterated Rocks as Construction Materials Borges
Field Handbook
Geotechnical and Environmental Brazilian Guide
Manual of Execution of Poll
Manual ABGE: Permeability tests on Soils
Management of Municipal Solid Wastes and Geothechnics
Geophysics Applied to Engineering Geology, Geotechnics and Environment
Geological Risks Associated with Urban Areas
Geological and Geotechnical Investigations (Surveys)
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Lectures
Entrepreneurship and Profession of Geologist
Mineral Legislation
• Colombia has held the VIII Colombian Geotechnical Seminar - International
Seminar on Urban Geotechnics.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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NEWS FROM COMMISSIONS
 TELECONFERENCE OF TECHNICAL OVERSEEING
COMMITTEE (TOC)
Convener: Carlos Delgado
Attendees: Fred Baynes, Runqiu Huang, Silvina Marfil and Ann Williams
On Monday 23rd April 2012, a teleconference was held to review the operation of TOC.
All the TOC members attended and reported the states of 22 Commissions. There are
many active Commissions : C10, C16, C17, C19, C20, C24, C28, C29, C34, especially
C17 Aggregates and C24 Active Tectonics fully functional with enthusiasm. All agreed
that active commissions should have more international support.
By suggestion, Carlos asked each member of TOC to defend the possibility of closing
or maintaining commissions that had been inactive.
Carlos concluded the teleconference thanking all those present.

COMMISSION 1
- ENGINEERING GEOLOGICAL CHARACTERISATION AND
VISUALISATION
By Jeff Keaton

IAEG Commission 1 in June 2007 identified two initiatives: a Digital Initiative and an
Actuarial Initiative.
An official meeting of IAEG took place in 2011 at Engeopro, Moscow, Russia; an
attempt was made to hold a C1 meeting in Moscow with colleague Reşat Ulusay as the
organizer on behalf of chair Keaton and secretary Kessler, neither of whom were able to
attend. Both Keaton and Kessler were able to attend a C1 meeting held in conjunction
with the Geological Society of America Annual Meeting in Minneapolis on October 11,
2011.
C1 is planning to participate in the 2012 and 2013 conferences where IAEG Council
will meet. C1 has high hopes and expectation for revitalization of interest in the
Commission and its activities with a major, well-attended C1 meeting at a wellorganized IAEG Congress in 2014 in Torino, Italy.
C1 chair Keaton has organized a theme session for the 2012 GSA Annual Meeting in
Charlotte, North Carolina, USA entitled, Characterizing and Quantifying Hazardous
Natural Processes: Beyond Inventory Maps. Co-organizers of this theme session are
GSA Environmental and Engineering Geology Division, Association of Environmental
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& Engineering Geologists, and GSA Geophysics Division, in addition to Commission
No. 1 of International Association for Engineering Geology and the Environment.
Challenge for a Successful Future of C1:
Participation in general in C1 activities has been disappointing. Both the chair and
secretary have been preoccupied with job-related tasks and competing professional
society activities. Poor attendance at the C1 meeting in Auckland, New Zealand, limited
the introduction of additional people to C1 activities. In addition, secretary Kessler has
indicated that he is unable to move into the chair position. Therefore, the need for new
leadership has become more urgent. This topic needs to be discussed at the IAEG
Commission meeting in Banff in September 2012.

COMMISSION 10
-BUILDING STONES AND ORNAMENTAL ROCKS
By Björn Schouenborg

The aims and objectives of C-10 can be read in detail on the homepage of IAEG. The
C10 pages were updated in 2010 and reviewed in 2011
Venue of next meeting: The next meetings are scheduled to July 2012 in Portugal
during the next Global Stone Congress and in August 2012 in Brisbane during the 34th
IGC conference. The one in Portugal will be specifically for the Heritage Stone Task
Group. Congress websites:www.globalstone2012.com, http://www.34igc.org/
Activities
The major part of C10 activities during 2011 has been carried out in the Task Group for
Heritage Stone:
The Global Heritage Stone project continues to operate very successfully as a Work
Package under IAEG C-10 and as an IUGS Task Group. The principal aim remains the
establishment of an international designation that recognises natural stone resources that
have achieved widespread utilisation in human culture. As of March 2012, there are 127
correspondents from 33 countries.
Project Circulars 3 and 4 have been issued in June 2011 and March 2012. These are
available to all at www.globalheritagestone.org. The project has also recently approved
“Terms of Reference” which satisfy IUGS requirements and a Board of Management
will be established at the International Geological Congress in August 2012. IUGS has
offered small start up funding for the project during 2012.
Trial citations and research papers are at various stages of preparations for:
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•
•
•
•

Portland Stone (UK)
Welsh Slate (UK)
Piedra Pajarilla (Spain)
Podpeč limestone (Slovenia)

Presentations and business meetings associated with the project are being planned
during 2012 at the Globalstonecongress– Alentejo (Borba), Portugal, 16-20 July 2012,
and at the 34th International Geological Congress – Brisbane, Australia, 5-10 August
2012.

COMMISSION 16
- ENGINEERING GEOLOGY AND THE ROTECTION OF ANCIENT
MONUMENTS AND ARCHEOLOGIC SITES
The activities of the commission C16 for the year 2011 are summarized as below:
• The page of the commission C16 of the IAEG website was updated and
improved, mainly by uploading a list of relevant articles and correcting some
technical problems.
• The commission plans the following actions:
To enrich the website by listing relevant articles, from several countries,
To propose the organization of a parallel special scientific meeting (on
specific engineering geological techniques for protecting better the
archaeological and historic monuments), during the IAEG conference of
Torino.

COMMISSION 17 - AGGREGATE
By Atiye Tuğrul

General Information:
The Commission was established in Vancouver, September 20, 1998. This organisation
encompasses members in over 35 countries. All members are encouraged to share their
knowledge and contribute to the aggregate industry.
The website of the commission is open to service and is being updated regularly.
Activity Plan:
• To publish the technical report titled “ Geological Material Aspects for
Construction Industry;”
• To increase the use of the commission’s homepage that is readily available for
up-to-date information;
• To provide information of aggregates in the IAEG Bulletin;
• To collect, correlate and publish data on the performance of various rocks with
respect to their properties and end-useapplications;
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•
•
•

To produce harmonised international guidelines for investigation of potential
deposits;
To assist the European standardisation body (CEN) with supporting activities
and information for further development and improvement of standards;
To create international co-operation and new international projects.

Coming Events:
• The next meeting of the commission will take place in Brisbane, Australia,
during 34th International Geological Congress (5-10 August, 2012),
• GLOBALSTONE Congress 2012, 16-20 July 2012, Alentejo, Borba, Portugal
Website: http://globalstone2012.com
• 2nd International Conference on Civil Engineering and Building Materials
(CEBM 2012), 17-18 November, 2012, Hong Kong.
Website: http://www.iasht.org/cebm/ .

COMMISSION 19
- 3D TERRESTRIAL LASER SCANNING TECHNOLOGY IN THE
GEOSCIENCES -CURENT STATUS AND ACTION PLAN
-By Biljana Abolmasov

IAEG Executive Commeetee and TOC agreed during 2011 Moscow Council Meeting
for replacement Chairman of C19 Commission Dr Kennert Röshoff with Ass. Prof. Dr
Biljana Abolmasov on which they both agreed.
The proposed action plan for 2012-2013 is:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Update the C19 email mailing list of members
Update Commission documents on the IAEG web site
Search for papers and extent the network of resource persons to the C19
Update and add relevant papers to the IAEG web site
Organize Commission meeting during ISL2012 in Banff
Prepare state of the art report or review paper for the Bulletin of IAEG

COMMISSION 20
- RISK BASED CONTAMINATED LAND MANAGEMENT
By Paul Nathanail

IAEG Commission C20 has made steady progress towards its goal of preparing a Client
Guide and a Practitioner Guide on the role of engineering geology in risk based
contaminated land management.
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Drafts of both these documents have been circulated to those who have expressed an
interest in the work of C20 and to the IAEG VPs for onward circulation to their national
groups with a view to discussing any feedback during Q2 of 2012 and updating the
Guides in Q3 & Q4.
Once the Guides have been finalised, they will be presented as Appendices to a paper to
be submitted to the Bulletin and permission will be sought to retain the copyright of
these Appendices so that the Guides can be disseminated widely and freely both
electronically (eg as PDF documents) and in hard copy if there is a will and a budget to
do so. The client guide is intended to be a brief document that is aimed at the non
specialist and accessible to those for whom English is not their first language. National
IAEG groups will be encouraged to translate the guide into their own language(s).
The findings of the commission will be presented at the next Congress in 2014.

COMMISSION 21
- ENGINEERING GEOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT IN PERMAFROST
REGIONS
Most recent meeting of the Commission
The Commission 21 meeting were took place with participating of D.Sergeev,
E.Makaricheva, R.Couture and J.Khalilova during EngeoPro-2011 Conference, Moscow,
Russia, 6-8 September 2011. The basic discussion was linked with possible ways of rising
of Commission’s effectiveness. The best direction is the organizing of comparative study
of national engineering geological approach for permafrost region by using the web-page
of C21 at IAEG.info-space.
On going research
1. Compare the international experience and basics of geocryological and engineering
geological guidelines as the part of the public regulation in construction projects.
2. Compare the international experience and basics of geocryological and engineeringgeocryological mapping for the scientific and applied purposes.
3. Development of geological hazards list for cold regions (permanent and seasonally
frozen ground) to unify the risk evaluation procedure for different types of
anthropogenic disturbances of the environment. This list can be used in planning the
surveying works and preparing the construction and monitoring recommendation.
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COMMISSION 22
- LANDSCAPE EVOLUTION AND ENGINEERING GEOLOGY
Case studies have been compiled that illustrate the importance of understanding
landscape evolution in any investigation of ground conditions for civil engineering
projects. The report has been submitted to the Bulletin of the IAEG to be considered for
publication. The paper is over 15,000 words long, contains 23 figures, 8 tables and more
than 100 references. The abstract is presented below:
In 2010 and 2011, the Commission held a meeting, presented two papers and ran a
workshop at the 11th IAEG Congress in Auckland.

COMMISSION 24
- ACTIVE TECTONICS AND ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS
By Yongshuang Zhang

Activities in 2011
• Seminar on Geo-hazards
A seminar on Geo-hazards was held in
Xi’an, China which was organized by the
International
Consortium
on
Landslides(ICL), China Geological Survey
and Commission 24 of IAEG. Totally
about 200 participants attended the meeting,
The Seminar was chaired by Prof. Yin
Yueping, the Chairman of IAEG-C24, prof.
Kyoji Sassa, the Executive Director of ICL.
Five keynote lectures had been given on
the risk assessment technology, mechanism, and the early warning on geo-hazards.
• Carlos visited the Institute of Geomechanics, CAGS and C24
Invited by the Institute of Geomechanics,
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences
and IAEG Commission 24 and held a brief
symposium with Chinese experts and staff in
neotectonics and geohazards field. The
Chinese colleagues introduced the research
work and achievement on neotectonic
movement, engineering geology and
geohazard. Carlos highly appreciated the
achievement of the Institute and expressed his
thanks to Institute of Geomechanics as the
relied institution of C24.
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After the symposium, Carlos visited the Shisanling Geo-stress Monitoring Station of
Ministry of Land and Resource, Shisanling Geophysical Experimental Base and Key
Laboratory of Neotectonics Movement and Geohazards.
Plan for 2012
Organize a workshop on neotectonics and geohazards during the IAEG-ISL conference,
Canada.
Collect related international standards，specification or guideline on neotectonics and
geohazards, published papers and reports.

COMMISSION 25
- USE OF ENGINEERING GEOLOGICAL MODELS
By Steve Parry

The last meeting held by C25 was during the IAEG Congress in Auckland in September
2010. Following, this meeting it was agreed to publish a paper outlining the initial work of
the commission. The drafting of this paper occupied the majority of the commission’s time
during 2011. This paper entitled “An Introduction to Engineering Geological Models” was
submitted to the Bulletin of the IAEG in March 2012.
The commission is now building on this document and has commenced drafting guidelines
on the generation of conceptual engineering geological models. Again it is anticipated that
this will be incorporated into a paper tentatively for publication early 2013.
Through Mark Eggers, a session at the International Geological Congress in Brisbane in
August 2012 will be on engineering geological models which Steve Parry will Chair. Jim
Griffith (Chair of C22 will present the keynote address) and it is hoped that the papers will
be published. A meeting of C25 will be held during the IGC to discuss the work on
conceptual models.

COMMISSION 27
- ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
C27 is a new Commission established by the IAEG in the last Council Meeting in
Moscow in September 2011. The Commission has 11 members from Argentina,
Sweden, Turkey, Australia, Germany, Spain, Greece and Italy.

COMMISSION 29
- STRUCTURE AND BEHAVIOR OF ROCK AND SOIL
By Li huiLi
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Activities during 2011-2012
• A workshop on Structure and Behavior of Soil and Rock Mass has been held in
Moscow on Sept.6, 2011. 15 persons attended the meeting. The work plan of the
commission in the coming 4 years had been discussed includes the establishement of
the working groups and ascertainment of the leader of each group. The main task of
each working group is to sum up the worldwide research achievements, to study and
compare the relevant technical standards, to put forward some technical guidelines
with professional features and in a wider frame. Prof.Osipov and Sokolov will take
charge of the work on soil structure and behavior.
• Seminar of C29 has been held in Beijing, Dec. 11, 2011. Prof.Hu introduced the
common agreement during the workshop in Moscow to Prof.Kulatilake.
Plan for 2012-2013
• A seminar on soil and rock structures is planed to be hold in 2013;
• The research work on the standardization of structure and behavior of soil and rock
mass will be carried out.

COMMISSION 30
- Young Professionals Commission
By Beverley Curley

The Young Professionals Commission No. 30 has stalled somewhat since its initiation at
the IAEG Congress in Auckland, New Zealand. A call for a new Chairperson was not
met with much enthusiasm from the existing commission committee. So a new recruit
was brought into the fold by the current Chairperson, Cassidy of Geoscience Consulting
(NZ) Limited. This new recruit is joint chair, and a strategy meeting will be held shortly
to establish a way forward to meet the objective of the commission and fulfil the terms
of reference. We will of course be reporting the new strategy to the IAEG.

COMMISSION 32
- Engineering Geology and Rural Infrastructure
By Jasper Cook

At present apart from Dr J R Cook (Vietnam-based) there are only have two other
members Dr Gareth Hearne (UK) and Dr Phil Paige-Green (South Africa). The
Commission is aiming to expand this membership, and particularly to include relevant
members from Asia and South America.
It is an identified immediate action to draft an initial discussion paper under the working
title “The Role of Engineering Geology in Developing Sustainable Rural Infrastructure”.
This will also make reference to recent World Bank and Asian Development Bank
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funded research into the climate proofing rural infrastructure and the key contribution
that Engineering Geology has been making.

COMMISSION 33
- Rock Slope Stability
By Reşat ULUSAY

1) The 2011 annual report of C33 was submitted to the IAEG Board and discussed
in the IAEG Council meeting in Moscow in September 2011.
2) Based on the sequence of discussion e-mails among the commission members
between October 2011 and April 2012, the following decisions were taken.
(a) Preparation of a “Glossary” is not worth pursuing as the effort is enormous and
the benefit to community rather small. The commission has decided to extract
the “Glossary” from the Terms of References and to concentrate on other tasks
mentioned in the ToR of C33.
(b) A consensus was established among the commission members that some
overlaps between C33 and JTC1 are not a problem at all, because C33 stresses
on the geological aspects of rock slope stability. Thus the Commission has
decided to pay prime attention for preparing a technical guide on geological
aspects of rock slope stability for the use of IAEG members. The document will
be written by the commission members.
(c) C33 will also do its best to prepare lists of norms and guidelines for rock slope
stability assessments that are recommended by the Commission for use by IAEG
members and give the sources where they can be accessed. For the purpose,
short topical reports on critical issues will also be prepared and appear on the
webpage of C33.
(d) A listing of important/useful books with short book reviews such as are
published in many professional journals will be included in the webpage of C33

COMMISSION 34
- Marine Engineering Geology Commission(MEGC)
By Yonggang Jia

This is a commission to be approved to establish by IAEG Council this year in Canada.
Plan for 2012-2013
• Organize a MEGC seminar to discuss scientific and technological development
proposals on marine engineering geology.
• Communicate the development of Marine Engineering Geology in the international
conference.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL GROUPS

ALBANIAN
By Defrim RUSI SHKUPI

.
A new Law for the Integral Management of Urban Wastes is approved last month in
Albanian Parliament, but there are some articles that allows the import of Urban Wastes
from other countries. Our Association has supported The Center of Human Rights of
Albania and we have ensured 60000 signatures for the realization of a popular
Referendum for the canceling of the above mentioned articles. We have prepared a
Methodology on the Landfills of Urban Wastes ,based on the standards approved by
IAEG. We are helping directly for the studies and the projects on the construction of the
new landfills and the closure of old ones. We want to stress that in Albania until now is
not constructed a Secure Landfill .The urban wastes are thrown in some sites without
been elaborated and covered.
We have sent a paper in Australia for the 12 th WASTE CONFERENCE(that will be
held in COFFS HARBOUR), prepared by Prof.Dr.Defrim Rusi Shkupi and Dr.Aldo
Luka–; “Waste Management in Albania.”
We have the intention to prepare a new Conference on “ GEOENVIRONMENT 2012
“ This conference will be held on the last week of the November 2012 in Tirana
Albania.(in the framework of 100 th Anniversary of ALBANIA INDEPENDENCE).
We have sent to many companies and institutions the call for papers. The Topics will
be :
-Geohazards
-Pollution
-Water Resources
-Environmental-Geological mapping
-Seismic studies in lowland of Albania
-Public participation on the environmental issues.
Later we will inform you for more details.

BRAZIL
Forthcoming ABGE Events
• 8th Brazilian Symposium on Geotechnical and Geoambietal Mapping to be
carried in Rio de Janeiro, in the State of Rio de Janeiro (SO of Brasil), in November,
2012
• 13th Brazilian Congress on Engineering Geology and the Environment – in 02nd
to 05th November 2013, Rio de Janeiro (RJ).
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Canada(CGS-EGD)
(www.cgs.ca)
Support was given to the Slope Stability 2011 conference held in September 2011 in
Vancouver and organized by Doug Stead and Eric Eberhardt. The EGD Chair was
involved in co-leading the 1-day workshop on Radar Technology in Slope Stability
(Principles and Applications), which included presentations by five internationally
leading companies in radar/InSAR technology.
The EGD offered its support, although without financial commitment, to the
International Fault Slip Control Research Program being launched by CEMI in Sudbury.
The EGD provided part of the funds to support John Franklin visit to Beijing, during
which he was honoured with an ISRM fellowship.
64th Canadian Geotechnical Conference and 14th Pan-American on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering, Oct. 2-6, 2011(www.panam-cgc2011.ca/). With over 1100
abstracts received that have turned out into 508 full papers in the conference
proceedings, this conference was well attended by almost 700 participants from 50
different countries. The technical conference included about 300 oral presentations and
a series of keynote addresses by top geoprofessionals from the Americas.
Finally and in conjunction with this joint conference, the 5th Pan- American
Conference on Teaching and Learning of Geotechnical Engineering was held on Sunday,
October 2, 2011, in which outstanding keynote speakers, practical workshops and
presentations explored teaching and learning methods, as well as the implementation of
industrial practice sessions into the classroom.

CHINA
By Shengwen Qi, Yuhuan Song

Number of IAEG members increase steadily
Number of IAEG members in China National Group is increasing steadily this years.
Around 10% new members has been recruited into the national group, and more and
more young professionals are interested in the activities of IAEG. This year, the total
number of members in this group reaches 345 which is the number 2 among the NGs of
IAEG.
National academic exchange more and more active
The Annual national conference of Chinese Engineering Geology Committee was held
on Aug. 2-6, 2011 in Xining, Qinghai Province,, about 500 delegates attended the
conference. The four yearly conference will be held this year in Qingdao, it is expected
that the will be more people attend the conference then before.
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The Chinese Engineering Geology committee and IAEG China National Group have
three serial conference, i.e. four yearly conference, annual symposium and a top forum
of engineering geology. More and more professionals like to participate the activities in
engineering geology these years.
The 12th ISRM International Congress
The 12th ISRM International Congress on Harmonizing Rock Engineering and the
Environment has been held in Beijing, China during Oct. 17-21, 2011. Over 1000
delegates from all over the world attended the congress. The congress was organized by
ISRM China National Group and Singapore Nnational Group. ISRM annual council
meeting and 50th anniversary celebration ceremony were held during the conference.
President IAEG China NG, prof. Wu Faquan attended the activity and made a address
on the 50th anniversary celebration ceremony.
Carlos Delgado visited China
Invited by China National Group, the IAEG president prof. Carlos Delgado and his wife
Catarina visited China from Wednesday, 4th Jan 2012 to Saturday, 14th Jan 2012. They
visited Institute of Geology and Geophysics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Institute of
Geomechanics, Chinese Academy of Geo-sciences, Chang’an University, Chnia JK
Investigation and Design Institute, the First Railway Design Institute and some
construction sites in Beijing, Xi’an and Lanzhou. And they also have an informal
discussion with IAEG secretariat and the secretaries of C29, C24 and Chnia National
Group.
Activities in 2012-2013
Four yearly national conference of Engineering Geology will be held on Oct. 21-25,
2012 in Qingdao, Shandong Province, China;
Top forum on urban geological environment and sustainable development will be held
on Dec. 3-7, 2012, Hongkong, China;
International Symposium on Coastal Engineering Geology (IS-Shanghai 2012),
sponsored by IAEG and hosted by Tongji Univestity and CNG, will be held in Shanghai,
China on September 20–21, 2012.
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CYPRUS
By Antonis Antoniou

The Cyprus Association of Geologist and Mining Engineers has 258 members, 62 of
them are Mining Engineers and 196 are Geologists. Since June 2011, 26 new members
joined our Association, all young people, 16 of them are Geologists and 10 are Mining
Engineers.
Activities
•

Discussion and Presentation for: “The Development of Mining Engineering in
20th Century and the Potentials in 21st Century in Cyprus” on 21st of February
2012 at ours Association Building.

•

The Association’s Annual Ball, which invites geologists, mining engineers and
people from mining, quarrying and ready-mix concrete industries. It was held on
the 11th of November 2011, at the Cyprus Hilton Hotel in Nicosia and we were
celebrating the 31th anniversary of the founding of the Cyprus Association of
Geologists and Mining Engineers.

Anticipated Activity
•

Monthly meetings with seminars on various geological, geotechnical, mining,
engineering and environmental topics.

CZENCH REPUBLIC
By Pavel Pospíšil

Members of the IAEG Czech National Group take part in preparation of Czech and
Slovak Engineering Geological Congress with international participation, which will be
held in High Tatras Mountains resort in Slovakia at the end of June in 2012.
Members of IAEG Czech National Group are in contact with the other professional
organisations in the scope of view of geology and geotechnics. It is especially with The
Czech Association of Engineering Geologists (CAIG), where some members of The
IAEG Czech National Group work in the board of CAIG now, but also with The Czech
Geological Society, The Czech Geotechnical Society and The Czech Chamber of
Authorized Engineers.
Members of IAEG Czech National Group are involved in organisation of traditional
seminars of engineering geology held periodically each month during the academic year
at Faculty of Civil Engineering in Prague and Brno in the Czech Republic.

FINLAND
By Pekka Ihalainen
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Co-operation with the Finnish Society of Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering
continued in the same form as during earlier years. The Finnish Society of Engineering
Geology was represented as a member of the board of the Finnish Society of Soil
Mechanics and Foundation Engineering.
The future of the national group and the low activity of the members (low participation
to the meetings etc.) were discussed during the year, anyhow no further actions were
taken. The activities to get new young members have not been very successful. Special
difficulties were met with integrating the engineering geological education to the needs
of practical engineering geological works.

FRANCE
By Sylvine Guédon

Les principales activités du CFGI au cours de l’année 2011 ont été les suivantes :
Journée commune CFGI-SIM le 13 janvier 2011 : « Constructibilité au droit des
sites sous-minés , aspects techniques et réglementaires ». Responsables D.Fabre,
Y.Paquette ; M.Deveughele.
Philippe WELTER (Directeur des Ponts et Chaussées, Liège) : Infrastructures et sites
sous-minés en Wallonie : une cohabitation historique imposée.
Xavier PICCINO (IGC, Paris) : Aspects réglementaires et contrôle de la construction au
droit des anciennes carrières de Paris.
Hafid BAROUDI (GEODERIS. Metz) : Les acteurs de l’après-mine. Point sur
l’élaboration des plans de Prévention des Risques Miniers.
Romuald SALMON (INERIS) : Gestion des risques miniers et prise en compte dans
l’aménagement. Guide méthodologique d’élaboration des PPRM. Point sur la circulaire
relative à la gestion des risques miniers.
Jean-Vivien HECK (CSTB) : Vulnérabilité des ouvrages vis-à-vis d’affaissements à
grand rayon de courbure ou de remontées de fontis.
Michel PETITMAIRE (SIC INFRA) : Retour d’expérience sur 30 années d’études
géotechniques en région stéphanoise. Exemples de cas.
Olivier DECK (Ecole des Mines de Nancy) : Sollicitation des ouvrages, interaction solstructure en zone d'affaissement minier.
Ali SAEDI (LAEGO. Ecole des Mines de Nancy) : Simulateur des dommages sur le
bâti en zone d’affaissement minier résiduel. Application aux mines de fer de Joeuf.
Georges VERNAY (Franki Fondations) : Fondations spéciales de grands chantiers de
construction en région minière (Saint-Etienne, La Mure).
Pierre MARTIN (ANTEA) : Diagnostics et traitement de sites de carrières ou marnières
en Normandie.
Aimé PAQUET (Consultant) : Maitrise d’œuvre de chantiers de comblement/injection
caractéristiques en région parisienne.
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26 Janvier 2011 : Réunion du Conseil
Séance technique du 27 janvier 2011 « Les digues fluviales et maritimes, aléas et
risques ». responsable CFGI A. Quénez
Michel PINHAS (Directeur de l’AD Isère-Drac Romanche) : Rappel du cadre
réglementaire et son application vue par un maître d’ouvrage et gestionnaire.
Laurent PEYRAS (CEMAGREF Aix- en Provence) : Présentation des travaux du GT
CFBR relatif à la justification des barrages et digues en remblai.
Jean Jacques FRY ( EDF-CIH/RED) : Le projet ERINOH.
Laurent PEYRAS (CEMAGREF Aix -en -Provence) : Les mécanismes de dégradation
et de rupture des digues maritimes basés sur le REX Xynthia.
Frédéric DURAND (FUGRO) : Les reconnaissances géotechniques et diagnostics.
Luc BOUTONNIER (EGIS) : Règles de dimensionnement utilisables et exemple de
maîtrise d’œuvre géotechnique et hydraulique.
Grégory BIEVRE (CETMEF) : Caractérisation géophysique des digues, techniques à
grand rendement, techniques ponctuelles et méthodes émergentes.
Sylvain LACOMBE (GEOID) : Fusion des études géotechniques, géophysiques et
topographiques haute résolution dans un SIG.
Bruno SIMON (TERRASOL) : Exemple de modélisation, digue de la Palière sur le
Rhône pour la CNR.
Sylvain GARDET (CETE du Sud -Ouest) : Retour d’expérience sur les inspections de
digues maritimes post Xynthia réalisées en hélicoptère.
Sébastien DUPRAY (CETMEF) : Retour d’expérience sur les digues côtières
Bruno DEMAY (SAIPEM) : Digues maritimes en enrochements, la problématique des
ressources en matériaux.
24 Mars 2011 : Réunion du Conseil
Séance technique 24 mars 2011 à 14 h30 « Cartographies d’aléa et applications »,
Responsable : JL Durville
Thierry HUBERT (Adjoint Chef de service des risques naturels et hydrauliques SRNH.
Direction Générale de la Prévention des Risques DGPR. Ministère de l’Ecologie, du
Développement Durable, des Transport et du Logement): La politique de la DGPR en
matière de prévention du risque MVT.
Sébastien RUCQUOI, (LRPC de Toulouse): Atlas départementaux des mouvements de
terrain – Évaluation de la prédisposition des terrains aux glissements, coulées de boue,
éboulements et effondrements (exemple du Lot).
Jérôme LIEVOIS, Rémy MARTIN (RTM) : La cartographie de l’aléa « chutes de
blocs » dans les services RTM.
Emeric VEDIE, Véronique BERCHE, Rémi BOREL, Bruno KERLOC’H, (CETE
Nord-Picardie, Laboratoire Maîtrise des Risques et Géotechnique Saint-Quentin) : De la
difficulté à réaliser un Atlas des Zones de Ruissellement à l’échelle départementale.
O. SEDAN, M. TERRIER, A. HOHMANN, H. KABAYASHI, Ch. MATHON BRGM
(Service Risques Naturels) : Méthode de réalisation des Scénarios Départementaux
des Risques de Mouvements de terrain (SDR-MVT).
12 Mai 2011 : Réunion du Conseil
Séance technique 12 mai 2011 « Grands sites industriels – Sites sols pollués. Ancien
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site Renault, Responsable JF Béraud
Jacques RICOUR : Désordres dans les ouvrages et conditions hydro-géotechniques : de
la réalité aux artefacts.
Gérard MONNIER (BURGEAP) : Réalisations d’infrastructures dans des aquifères de
granulométries variées.
Vincent DOUARD (RENAULT) : Exemple d’une réhabilitation récente d’un site
industriel en vue de la construction de logements et groupes scolaires.
Olivier MURZILLI (ARCHAMBAULT CONSEIL) : Exploitation géothermique des
eaux souterraines en milieu urbain.
Journées régionales 2011 dans les Pyrénées orientales, 10 et 11 juin 2011,
Responsable : Y.Paquette.
Le tunnel LGV du PERTHUS. Ligne PERPIGNAN - FIGUERAS
Michel DUCROT (EIFFAGE TP) : Retour d’expérience sur les conditions d’exécution
au plan géologique et géotechnique.
ARCADIS. Renforcement de l’interconnection du réseau électrique entre la France et
l’Espagne.
Yves DECOEUR (directeur de projet RTE) : Présentation du projet de galerie THT
parallèle à la ligne LGV et des études géotechniques et environnementales par
Massif des Albères, environnement géologique des ouvrages LGV et THT
François LLAC: spécificités d’un complexe d’ouvrages d’art (5 ponts) à Ceret, pont
LGV / A9 à V, paysage géologique Castelnou, « orgues » de Ille-sur-Têt.
Denis FABRE sur le barrage de Vinça.
8 Septembre 2011 : Réunion du Conseil
11 Octobre 2011 : Réunion du Conseil
12 Octobre 2011 : Journée en hommage à Marcel Arnould
Carlos DELGADO (Université Polytechnique de Madrid, Président de l’AIGI) :
problèmes géologiques et géotechniques relatifs au projet de tunnel sous le détroit de
Gibraltar.
Paul MARINOS (National Technical University of Athens, Past Président de l’AIGI) :
excavation des tunnels dans un massif rocheux de faible résistance mécanique.
Ricardo OLIVEIRA (COBA Consultant et Universidade Nova de Lisboa): Optimisation
de projets d’ouvrages de génie Civil du point de vue environnemental.
Jean-Louis DURVILLE (MEDDTL – CGEDD, président du CFGI) : Aux origines de la
réglementation française actuelle en matière de mouvements de versants : la coulée du
Plateau d’Assy en 1970.
Martine AUDIGUIER (Mines ParisTech, Centre de Géosciences) : Secheresse
géotechnique : apports de l’analyse minéralogique et microsctructurale dans l’étude des
processus de retrait-gonflement des sols argileux.
Aurèle PARRIAUX (EPFL Lausanne) : Projet de recherche DEEP CITY avec la
collaboration de Marcel Arnould.
Marcel RAT (Consultant, anciennement LCPC) : Rôle de la géologie dans la définition
des tracés autoroutiers, illustré à partir de trois exemples : A89, la traversée des volcans,
A75 : la déviation de Millau, A 51 : Grenoble-Sisteron.
Sylvine GUEDON (IFSTTAR-Paris) : L’alcali-réaction ou le gonflement d’un barrage.
Jean-Alain FLEURISSON (Mines ParisTech, Centre de Géosciences) : Prises en
compte des discontinuités dans l’élaboration d’un modèle mécanique de massif rocheux.
Application au creusement de l’écluse à bateaux du Barrage des Trois Gorges (Chine).
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Roger COJEAN (Mines ParisTech, Centre de Géosciences) : Analyse et modélisation
des glissements de la retenue du Barrage des Trosis Gorges (Chine). Le cas du
glissement de Huangtupo.
15 Décembre 2011 : Réunion du Conseil
Séance technique 15 décembre 2011 « géologie des grands projets de demain »
animée par G. DEVEZE (EDF)
E. DISSLER (FUGRO) "Investigations environnementales et géotechniques dans le
cadre d’un projet d’aménagement portuaire "
Pierre RENIER et Nicolas ROUX (EF) : Terminal méthanier de Dunkerque
Mr CHARDARD (EIFFAGE) : LGV Bretagne Pays de Loire
Thierry LETURCQ (EDF) : Aménagement hydrauélectrique de Romanche-Gavet

GERMAN
By Kirsten Laackmann

Membership Numbers for 2012: 544
Information Platform
• Domain www.ingenieurgeologie.de is currently under construction; DGGT wants
to consolidate the web presence of all national groups
• Simultaneously the national group updates design and content of the web site (until
April 2012)
• Issuing of up to two newsletters per year and traditional postal distribution (we
consider this as an important service as we want to keep us alive in the minds of
our members).
In the future the newsletters can also be downloaded free from our website and the
members can comment on the current subjects and give remarks or feed back to the
chairmen’s activities.
Conferences and Symposia in preparation
• 11th Symposium on Abandoned Mines (“Altbergbau-Kolloquium”), 3rd to 5th of
November 2011 in Wrocław (City of Breslau/ Poland)
• 101. Annual Meeting of the Geologische Vereinigung and 163. Annual Meeting of
the German Society for Geosciences; 4th-7th of Sept. 2011 in Munich; FRAGILE
EARTH: Geological Processes from Global to Local Scales and Associated
Hazards & Resources - Joint Meeting GV - DGG – GSA
• 32nd Conference For Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering, 26th to 28th of
September 2012 in Mainz (Congress Centrum Main)
Commission work
Currently, there are twelve Working Groups (WG), of which 8 are active. A revision
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process is now a days initiated and will focus on new technical trends and process
support.

GREECE
By Vassilis Marinos

• The executive committee has created an informative and technical digital Newsletter
in order to communicate with its members. The newsletter informs our members for
the evolution of the engineering geology knowledge and its tools, future symposiums,
congresses and news of the IAEG and other partner associations, rough technical
presentations and a short technical note from a young engineering geologist. This
Newsletter circulates every 3 months.
• The committee of the national group is in continuous contact (every week by e-mail)
with its members and informs them for congresses, scientific meetings, lectures and
engineering geological developments. Apart from this continuous communication by
e-mail, an internet site was created to official present our activities, share news,
present technical notes and provide information on how someone can become a
member of the Greek IAEG national Group. The internet address of the Greek
National Group of IAEG is: www.eetg.gr

Haïti
By Réjean Couture

The SOHAGIE is at a critical turning point. Proposed statutes and by-laws of the new
Society are still being reviewed, but should be approved or rejected by members around
late spring 2012. Unfortunately the current economic situation in Haïti does not foster
the registration of numerous members. We remain in contact with Haitian representative
(Claude Prépetit, Joseph Vernet) and more information should be communicated at the
next IAEG Council meeting in Canada in June.

INDIAN
By Yogendra Deva

International Conference
The Society successfully organized the International Conference on Underground Space
Technology (ICUST) and 8th Asian Regional Conference of the IAEG in Bangalore,
17-19 January 2011. Technical contributions included 102 abstracts and 88 full papers
from Australia, Bhutan, China, India, Iran, Sri-Lanka, Spain. Switzerland, UAE and
USA. 250 delegates including those from Bhutan, Dubai, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, New
Zealand, Australia, UK and USA participated in the deliberations. The IAEG was
represented by Ms Ann L. Williams (VP Australasia) and prof A Brian Hawkins
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(Editor-in—Chief for the Bulletin of the IAEG). The President, IAEG, prof Carlos
Delgado, and the Secretary General, IAEG, prof Faquan Wu, could not make it to the
Conference, but, sent their messages that were duly read-out in the inaugural session.
The recommendations of the Conference were finalized by a Committee headed by Ms
Williams. These have been duly circulated.
Training Programme
The planning and preparations were carried out for the Society’s 2nd Geotechnical
Orientation Programme at Faridabad during 04-06 April 2012. It was meant for
professionals engaged in Engineering Geological and Geotechnical Engineering works
related to field investigations, data processing and designs pertaining to river valley
development, communication and other civil engineering projects. The focus would be
on major project components like river diversion/ storage structures, tunnels,
underground chambers, slope cuts, etc. Besiedes series of lectures, the programme
includes hands-on sessions. Second such event after the first held in Year 2009 at New
Delhi, the programme represents the Society’s efforts to disseminate geotechnical
awareness at all levels through different kinds of educative programmes.

ITALIAN
By Nicola Sciarra

Activities during 2011 and the first part of 2012
In the year 2012 twelve new members and one new associated member joined our
Association, while five member resigned for retirement and, sadly, one member died.
As far as the institutional activities of the Italian NG are concerned, the National
Commission for the “Effects of climate changes on natural risks and on the designing
criteria of interventions” has organized in Bari, on March, 10-11 2011, together with
the IRPI Institute of the National Research Council, a Conference on the “Impact of
climate variations on natural resources and hazards. Strategies and criteria for the
design of adaptation and mitigation actions”. During the Conference the award for PhD
Theses in the field of Engineering Geology.
In April 2011 the elections took place in Italy for the new President and the new
Executive Committee. Nicola Sciarra is the new President of the Italian NG and he
succeeds to Giorgio Lollino.
On October 3-9 2011 in Rome the “Second World Landslide Forum” took place that
was organized under the auspices of the Italian IAEG NG.
The National Commission on Monitoring, modelling and management of the river
channels, leaded by prof. Massimo Rinaldi organized a workshop in March 2011 in
Padua to present the results of the activity of a related research project. In June 2011, in
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Bozen the Commission participated to a workshop organized on the issue “Hydraulic
hazard in the Italian mountain territory and application of the European directive
floods”.
During 2011 the Italian IAEG Section has contributed to organize, through some of its
members, and/or has given its patronage (letter attached to this document) to an
important national congresses. Some Italian IAEG Members have organized as
convenor, several sessions of the Geoitalia Congress the most important Congress of the
Italia Federation of Earth Sciences. Other members have been convenors of sessions at
the EGU General Assembly in Wien.

JAPAN
By Masahiro CHIGIRA

Activities during 2011-2012
・Japan Geoscience Union Meeting was held in Chiba on May 22 to 27, 2011 under
cosponsored by JSEG with over than 5800 participants. JSEG held one technical
session.
・ The JSEG held its General Assembly in Tokyo on June 17, 2011 with 137
participants, accompanying a technical symposium with a theme “History and
Vision of Engineering Geology” with 6 technical lecture.
・An annual study meeting of JSEG was held in Hokkaido on October 27 to 28, 2011
with 230 participants and 71 technical papers.
Anticipated activities during 2012-2013
・Japan Geoscience Union Meeting will be held in Chiba on May 20 to 25 ,2012 under
cosponsored by JSEG . JSEG held one technical session.
・The JSEG will hold its General Assembly in Tokyo on June 1, 2012, accompanying a
technical symposium with a theme “The latest Technology of Topographical
Measurement , and its Application to Engineering Geology” with 7 technical
lecture.
・The JSEG will hold an annual study meeting in Niigata on November 1 and 2, 2012.
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KOREAN
By Hyeong-Dong PARK

Activities in 2011
(a) 1st educational program on engineering geology: 13-14 January 2011, 30 participants
(b) National Conference: 2011 Annual Conference on Engineering Geology (7-9 April
2011, 24 oral presentations and 34 poster presentations (held at Hanwha Resort, Jeju,
Korea)
Activities in 2012
(b) National Conference: 5-6 April, 2012 (Haeundae Centum Hotel, Busan, Korea)

NETHERLANDS
By Peter N.W. Verhoef

The INGEOKRING has its own Newsletter, which appears at least once a year and
mostly with a theme that is linked to the yearly Engineering Geology symposium,
commonly held in Autumn. The theme of the Newsletter of 2011 is “Mining &
Dredging”, which was the theme of the 2010 symposium. The newsletter and also
copies of the Newsletters of the previous years can be found on the website of the
Ingeokring (www.ingeokring.nl).
The INGEOKRING members are well represented in the Dutch civil engineering
industry and the board sees it as its duty to maintain close contact with the students and
staff of the Geo-Engineering section of the Faculty of Civil Engineering & Geosciences
of Delft University of Technology (TU Delft). Students are always involved and invited
to excursions and lectures organized. The INGEOKRING established a prize for the
best MSc thesis in the field of Engineering Geology made in a Dutch university. The
prize is given each 2 years and is meant to promote excellent research and encourage
and stimulate working in the field of applied earth sciences and civil engineering. This
year the prize went to Bram van den Eijnden for his MSc thesis “Conditional
simulation for characterising the spatial variability of sand state” (MSc thesis
Engineering Geology, 10 December 2010, Section for Geo-Engineering, Department of
Applied Earth Sciences, Delft University of technology).
The theme of the yearly symposium, which was held on 26 September was “Struggles
and Fun of Engineering Geology”. Speakers were Bas Vos, Boskalis: “Geothermal
wells in an urban environment: a new energy source”; Rodriaan Spruit, TU Delft:
“Detecting defects in diaphragm walls prior to excavation”); Award winner Bram van
den Eijnden: “Conditional simulation for characterising the spatial variability of sand
state”; Robert Hack, ITC/Twente University: “Remote sensing and dykes – Are dykes a
mischief for establishing quality by remote sensing or a wonderful test environment?”;
Sonja Karstens, Deltares: “Innovation management: the case of levee reinforcement”.
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PORTUGAL
By Catarina Luís

Activities during 2011
-

Conference on “Formação de Brechas em Barragens de Aterro” Prof. Paulo
Cruz and Conference on “Aspectos relativos à Barragem de Mazar em
Construção no Equador”, Eng. Manoel Freitas Jr. LNEC, Lisbon, 17
February 2011.

-

7th Annual Meeting of SPG on “Aspetos Geotécnicos do Sub-Sistema do
Ardila (EFMA)”, Eng. Jorge Vazquez, LNEC, Lisbon, 23 March 2011

-

XXVIII Manuel Rocha Lecture on “Tunnelling induced ground movements
and their impact on buildings” Prof. Sir John Burland, FCG, Lisbon, 17
October 2011.

-

Congress – Congresso Internacional da Associação Francesa de Túneis e
Espaço Subterrâneo (AFTES) em Lyon, France, 17–19 October 2011.

-

“Prémios SPG” Award’2011, to the best paper in Portuguese and English in
Geotechnical Engineering, presented by members of Portuguese
Geotechnical.

Anticipated activities during 2012:
-

8th Annual Meeting of SPG Short Course on Túneis e Obras Subterrâneas
em Meio Urbano, LNEC, Lisbon, 4-5 March 2010.

-

Congress – VI Congresso Luso-Brasileiro de Geotecnia, IST, Lisbon, 16
April 2011.

-

3rd Victor de Mello Lecture, IST, Lisbon, 16 April 2011.

-

Congress - 13.º Congresso Nacional de Geotecnia, LNEC, Lisbon 17-19
April 2011.

-

XXIX Manuel Rocha Lecture, Prof. Vieira de Lemos, FCG, Lisbon, October
2011.

ROMANIAN
By Catarina Luís
Activities during 2011 - 2012
• Participation with papers, co-organizing and sponsoring to the session of
engineering geology and hydrogeology of the national symposium “Geology and
Geophysics – GEO 2012” organized by the Faculty of Geology and Geophysics,
University of Bucharest, 25-26 May 2012;
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• Contracts with construction companies on engineering geological studies,
feasibility studies and technical assistance for different roadways, civil
constructions and hydrotechnical works in Romania.

RUSSIA
By Victor I. Osipov

Activities
• The international conference "Environmental Geosciences and Engineering Survey
for Territory Protection and Population Safety" (Engeopro-2011) was held in
Moscow, Russia, on September 6-8, 2011. The conference was organized by the
Russian Academy of Sciences, the Ministry for Emergencies of the Russian
Federation, and the National Union of Russian Surveyors under the aegis of the
IAEG with participation of the Russian national group IAEG and the Scientific
Council RAS on the problems in environmental geoscience, engineering geology
and hydrogeology. IAEG Executive and Council meetings, as well as IAEG
Commissions gathered on the occasion of this conference.
Topics for discussion at ENGEOPRO-2011 were dealing with natural hazards
and risks: their investigation, analysis, monitoring, modeling, prediction,
prevention, and management; engineering survey for rational use of territories and
providing population safety; engineering protection of territories under the impact
of various natural and natural-anthropogenic hazards; and socio-economic aspects
of engineering protection. A total of 90 high-level oral reports (including 7 invited
and 8 key-note lectures) were delivered at 2 plenary and 8 sectional meetings. In
addition, 58 reports were presented at the poster session. The volume of conference
proceedings included 180 full papers (issued on CD) and 286 abstracts (published
in print) of participants’ contributions. The conference was attended by more than
300 scientists from 28 countries.
• The All-Russia Scientific and Practical Conference "Present-day Problems in
Hydrogeology, Engineering Geology and Environmental Geoscience in the Urals
Region and Adjacent Areas" was held in Yekaterinburg on December 20-21, 2012
under the aegis of the Russian national group IAEG and the Scientific Council
RAS on Environmental Geoscience, Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology. The
conference was hosted by the Urals State Mining University and was devoted to
the 80th anniversary of teaching hydrogeology course there. The volume of
conference proceedings was published (Dr. Oleg N. Gryaznov, editor-in chief).
• The fourteenth All-Russia Scientific Conference ”Sergeevskie chteniya” was held
Moscow, on March 22, 2012. The conference was organized by the Russian
academy of Sciences on the basis of the Sergeev Institute of Environmental
Geoscience RAS in cooperation with the National Union of Russian Surveyors.
The topic for discussion is: "The role of engineering geology and engineering
survey at the pre-project stages of constructional development of territories".
Twenty-four oral scientific reports were delivered and discussed in the framework
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of 5 oral sessions. The conference was attended by more than 200 participants
from more than 20 cities of Russia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Uzbekistan. The
volume of conference proceedings (Sergeevskie chteniya. Volume 14, V.I. Osipov,
Editor-in-chief, Moscow, RUDN Publishers, 2012, 376 pp.) was published.
Anticipated activities
• The Eighth International Scientific and Practical Conference on Mitigation of
Natural Hazards and Risks (Georisk-2012) will be held in Moscow, in October
2012. The conference will be hosted by the Russian Academy of Sciences (IEG
RAS, Scientific Council RAS on the problems in environmental geoscience,
engineering geology and hydrogeology) in collaboration with the Ministry for
Emergency Situations of the Russian Federation (the Centre for Strategic Research
and Civil Defense).
Awards:
• Chairman of the Russian National Group IAEG Prof. Victor I. Osipov is
announced to be a Hans Cloos Medal 2012 awardee.

SERBIA
By B. Abolmasov

Activity

• Activities

about 90 years Anniversary of teaching Engineering Geology at
Belgrade University and 40 years Anniversary of Department for Geotechnics at
University of Belgrade, Faculty of Mining and Geology- XIV National Symposia

SOUTH AFRICAN
By John Stiff

Constitution
• Our AGM and Awards dinner was held in March 2011. The SAIEG Gold Medal
was awarded to Oliver Barker. We presented the ABA Brink Award to Gary Davis
for his paper presented at the IAEG Congress in Auckland and Brendon Jones of
UKZN received the Student Award for his Honours dissertation.
• We held the 4th Tony Brink Memorial Lecture at the Knowledge Commons at the
CSIR in October. Dr Rodney Maud presented a lecture entitled “Looking back
on nearly 60 years of Geomorphology Engineering Geology and Soil Science in
South Africa”.
Communication with membership
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• Regular communiques and an bi-annual newsletter have been instituted to
communicate with members. The institute website is our primary portal of
information and communication and continues to be updated on a regular basis on
Institute news, documents, references and forthcoming events.
Burning issues
• A number of SANS standards for geotechnical engineering were released for
public comment in South Africa during this year. A workshop/seminar is planned
for the coming year on the requirements for development on dolomite land in
particular.

SPAIN
By B. Abolmasov

SYMPOSIUM ON LANDSLIDES (EVALUATION, CONTROL METHODS AND
CORRECTION)
• This symposium took place on 19 May 2011 with many attendants. The scientific
programme was prepared by international experts who gave lectures covering all
aspects of instrumentation, control and stabilization from the technical point of
view of landslides.

SYMPOSIUM ON CONCRETE AND ITS
STABILIZATION OF NATURAL TERRAIN

APPLICATIONS

FOR

THE

• Held during the month of October 2011 with many attendants. The lectures took
place in the Engineering School for Public Works directed by Dr. Javier Olmedo
Armada Doctor in Geological Science and Technical Civil Engineer. Secretary of
AEGAIN. Talks were given by members of the teaching body of the Technical
Engineering School.
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PROFESSOR MIKHAIL ZADERIGOLOVA. MONOGRAPH OF PROJECTS
• Professor Mikhail Zaderigolova, Chief of Geophysical Department in the company
GEOTEK (Moscow Russia), has recently been invited in collaboration with
CEDEX. He gave an interesting talk about “Technology monitoring and alert in
geological hazard processes. Radio-wave methods of geodynamic safety for gas
transportation systems”.
AEGAIN, together with its editorial board, continues offering its associates,
through the ENGEOL journal, extensive information, both scientific and technical,
on subjects related to Geology and its application to Engineering.

SWISS
By Löw Simon

Board meeting
The board met in the 2011 for 3 meetings. Main meeting items were:
• Handling of regular organizational duties
• Preparation of our general assembly in Bern, topic: “Selected issues of deep
geological deposal of radioactive wastes in Switzerland (Site Selection)";
• Maintenance of the contacts to our German and Austrian colleges and preparation
of the 20th “Bodenseetagung” (Joint Meeting) in Switzerland;
• Joint board meeting with the Swiss Association of Geologists (CHGeol) and the
Swiss Society for Hydrogeology.
Activities in 2012
• General assembly in April 2012 in Basel, topic: „ Engineering geological and
hydrogeological experiences in the urban area of Basel“
• Joint meeting with our Austrian and German colleges in November 2012: 20th
“Bodenseetagung” topic: Engineering geological aspects of the development of
the deep underground.
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TURKEY
By Tamer TOPAL

Activities
• Currently the Turkish National Group has 139 active members with bulletin.
Fourteen papers from Turkey (with contribution from 8 of our members) have been
published in the Volume 70 of the Bulletin of Engineering Geology and the
Environment in 2011.
• The National Committee annually gives awards in the categories of Ph D thesis,
MSc thesis, graduate project and outstanding research papers published in
international journals to honour the memory of Prof. Dr. Kemal Erguvanlı, who is
the founder of engineering geology in Turkey, and to recognize outstanding
young researchers in the field of engineering geology. The theses and articles of
the 2012 candidates are being reviewed by the jury members and the winners willl
be awarded during the 34th General Meeting of the Turkish National Group.
• The 34th General Meeting of the Turkish National Group was held in Ankara on
17 June 2011. However, the 35th General Meeting is planned to be held in Ankara
on 22 June 2012. Representatives from universities, organizations and Chambers
of Geological Engineers will attend the meeting.

UNITED KINGDOM
By Helen Reeves

Membership
There are 234 members in UK National Group of the IAEG (IAEGUK), all IAEGUK
members take the Bulletin. Membership numbers are up on numbers from 2010 which
stood at 208. The IAEGUK members make up ~10% of the Geological Society fellows
who have expressed an interest in engineering geology. It should be noted that many of
the EGGS members are not engineering geologists and simply have an interest in the
subject.
The IAEGUK is a very active group within the IAEG, with British engineering
geologist heavily involved in two of the IAEG’s Commissions and the Bulletin’s senior
editor (Brain Hawkins) being also British. In addition, IAEGUK is honoured that Dr.
Sérgio Lourenço will be representing the UK as THE IAEGUK nominee for the Richard
Wolters prize, in Banff.
Activity
• This year a key aim was to make IAEGUK the automatic first port of call for
anyone seeking information, advice or assistance in the field of engineering
geology.
• In 2011 the Glossop Lecture took place at the Royal Geographical Society on the
23rd of November. Over 400 heard Prof Eddie Bromhead deliver the Glossop
Lecture entitled ‘Reflections on the residual strength of clays with special
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reference to bedding-controlled landslides’.
• 9 serial meetings and 3 working parties on different topics have been organized
this year.
Training, CPD & Accreditation
• As reported previously, it is the EGGS view that there are a number of
organisations offering training and the EGGS does not organise training other than
its meetings. We assist the Society in accrediting courses for CPD and maintain a
Training Guide for Engineering Geologists. The planned update of the training
guide, for those who wish to become chartered geologists in the area of
engineering geology, continues and will include guidance for those working in
environmental geology later in 2012. For more information see
http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/gsl/cgeol. The UK Register of Ground Engineering
Professionals (RoGEP) is a Ground Forum initiative, which has been sponsored by
the Geological Society of London, the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) and The
Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining (IOM3). Registration was launched in
June 2011 and, to the end of March 2012, there were 53 registrants. For more
information please see http://www.ukrogep.org.uk/.

USA(AEG)
(www.aegweb.org)
•

The 2011 AEG Executive and Awards, Richard H.
Jahns Distinguished Lecturer in Engineering
Geology is given jointly with the Engineering
Geology Division of the Geological Society of
America to a distinguished engineering geologist to
present a series of guest lectures on a subject in
engineering geology at educational institutions
throughout the United States. This lectureship
honours Richard H. Jahns and is intended to
increase awareness about careers in engineering
geology and to encourage students to enter the
profession. The 2012 R.H. Jahns Lecture is Scott
Burns. Scott is well-known in the international engineering geology community and
has several high-energy presentations that he gives. More information can be found
on the AEG website on the Awards page.

•

The Schuster Medal. The Schuster Medal is a joint award from the Association of
Environmental & Engineering Geologists and the Canadian Geotechnical Society
that recognizes excellence in geohazards research in North America. The next award
will be given in 2012 at the 2nd North American Landslide Conference in Banff to
Derek H. Cornforth.

•

GSA Public Service Award. The Geological Society of America will hold its annual
meeting in Oct. 2011. The Environmental and Engineering Geology Division has
planned technical sessions and an awards luncheon. Scott Burns, Portland State
University, Portland (OR), will receive the 2011 GSA Public Service Award. Lynn
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Highland (US Geological Survey) and Peter Bobrowsky (Geological Survey of
Canada) will receive the Environmental and Engineering Geology Division E.B.
Burwell Award for, “The Landslide Handbook: a guide to understanding
landslides.” (2008); USGS Circular 1325.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

REPORT OF THE BULLETIN EDITOR-IN CHIEF

The Bulletin remains in a healthy state with 140 papers received from over 20 countries
between May 2011 and April 2012. Approximately a third were not considered suitable
for publication and although some were sufficiently well prepared to pass through with
little editorial work, others benefitted considerably from constructive help from our
reviewers.
The publishers have ensured the four parts appeared in February, May, August and
November. In the 2010 Citation Geological Engineering category, the Bulletin had an
impact factor of 0.68. There is clearly room for improvement; it is important that
authors publish both in the Bulletin and elsewhere and cite their papers in the Bulletin.
In addition, we are advised that significant review papers and shorter general papers are
particularly useful in term of the Citation Index. In the coming issues we have a notable
review paper by Chapuis on Predicting the Saturated Hydraulic Conductivity of Sls: a
review, and the report by Parry et al “An introduction to engineering geological
models” and we are actively encouraging authors to submit shorter “technical notes”
dealing with specific pieces or work or small case studies.
The number of pages has been increased to some 200 per issue, which makes a
substantial volume and very good value for subscribers.
On-line submission is now operational using the Editorial Manager system and we
anticipate the transition will be complete within the coming year.
Our thanks to Roger Cojean who is still valiantly translating all abstracts into French,
and to our many conscientious reviewers for their hard work.

Brian Hawkins
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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REPORT OF THE WEB EDITOR-IN CHIEF
Nine months have gone by since the publication of the new website of IAEG.
From a first analysis of the website activities carried out in this period, the main
consideration is that the management of the restricted areas appears to be too much
complicated compared to its benefits.
So far, we had only few registrations by IAEG members, and very few by the general
public (amounting to about 120). Unfortunately, only few NGPs or NGSs gave us their
confirmation, as requested by the management system of the restricted area, whether the
registered users were actually IAEG members or not. We informed of this latter
occurrence President Delgado, who authorized us to grant access to the current
restricted area to all registered users, IAEG members or not. They thus can access also
to the Moscow proceedings, which is the only content of the general restricted area so
far.
Furthermore, only few NGPs have requested the authorization to manage their data in
the corresponding NG page and to upload their members list. Only two NGPs have
uploaded the list of their NG members. I would suggest that the updates concerning
NGP and NGS data be posted directly by the web master (after an official authorization
of SG).
During these months, there have been no requests to post data in the general public
restricted area. Only some documents have been sent us that were related to the
restricted areas of some Commissions.
I think that it would be needed to post on the web-site some significant documents,
proceedings and papers access-free. In fact, the existence of restricted areas does not
encourage to surf our site and complicates its management, also for the little- and/or
not-expert participation of NGPs and NGSs.
As far as the Commissions reserved documents are concerned, these should be inserted
in FTP areas that are managed autonomously by each Commission. On the website only
the public documents should be posted.
I have paid much attention to the suggestions of some of you about the institution of the
restricted areas. However, the huge work done by me and my colleagues to create and
manage them, compared to the practically null results obtained and the little
collaboration to make them work by those that were involved in their management
(NGPs, NGSs, Commission Presidents, etc.), has induced me to these conclusions.
For all these reasons I have prepared a new website without restricted areas, but with
many innovations.
As you can see, the look of the website has been changed. Two new pages have been
added: the first contains all the proceedings of the past IAEG International congresses
that have been sent me, and the second is a working page on the 50th anniversary that
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will be available for a limited number of members (through a username and a password)
who will be able to upload any useful document for the compilation of the anniversary
book or to examine its contents.
We made many changes to make navigation through our site more efficient and user
friendly.
The interface is completely renewed and meets the latest standards of www, so were
commend to upgrade your browser to a newer version in order to display itproperly. The
main menu is completely dynamic and will follow you all over the page ...
We also have:
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Changed the restricted area, reducing the time of registration to the site and
restricting access only to areas related to conferences
Created a Feed RSS Home page that will allow you to stay informed on the latest
site news
Given everyone the opportunit yon the front page to rate each individual article and
share the information through the most used social network (Facebook, Twitter
and Google)
Given the possibility to enlarge and reduce characters for easy readingfor the
articles on the home page.
Renovated the National Groups interface, that now will allow to receive and send
mails through the backend of the website.
Given the possibility to download the contact information of eachmember of the
National Group via vcard files (compatible with the e-mail address books and some
types of cell, see for example Android based devices)
Improved mobile navigation, this site displaying beautifully on iPhone, iPad,
Android, Windows Phone and all other devices.
Registering to the site is now easier and faster. Moroever, Latest News are always
present when navigating through the module "Latest News".

Other parts of the site are currently under construction, for information or to report a
broken link please do not hesitate to contact us at webeditor@iaeg.info

Giorgio Lollino and the Web Editorial Board.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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2012 RECIPIENT OF THE HANS CLOOS MEDAL
Full name:

OSIPOV Victor Ivanovich

Place of birth: Russia, Novo-Mikhailovka village
Present Occupation: Director, Sergeev Institute of Environmental
Geoscience, Russian Academy of Sciences.
Education:
1954-1959: M.S. in Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology,
Geological Department, Moscow State University.
1964: Ph.D. (Engineering geology), Moscow State University
1976: Sc.D. (Engineering geology and soil mechanics).
1969-1970: Visiting Research Associate, Department of Civil
Engineering, University of California, Berkeley, USA.
Professional Experience:
1965-1977: Assistant and associate professor, Moscow State University.
1977-2001 - Professor, Moscow State University.
1980 Lecturing Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst
1991-1996: Director, Scientific Center for Engineering Geology and Environment,
Russian Academy of Sciences.
1999 Lecturing Professor, Delft University of Technology, the Netherlands
1996-present: Director of Institute of Environmental Geoscience Russian Academy of
Sciences (since 2008 – Sergeev Institute of Environmental Geoscience Russian
Academy of Sciences)
Professional interests:
Engineering geology and soil mechanics
Global environmental problems
Natural and technological disasters
Geoenvironmental problems of megacities
Scientific and public professional activity:
Chairman, Scientific Council on Engineering Geology, Hydrogeology and Geocryology
of Russ.Acad.Sci.;
Bureau Member, Russia National Committee of Geologists;
Chairman, Russia National Group of Engineering Geologists;
Member, Governmental Environmental Assessment Board;
Member, Scientific Council on Environment under Russia State Duma;
Vice-President (1986-1990), Council Member (now) of International Association of
Engineering Geology and Environment (IAEG);
Editor-in-Chief, Scientific Journal on "Environmental Geoscience”(Geoecology).
Honorary titles and awards:
Correspondent Member of the USSR Academy of Sciences (1987-1991)
Full Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences (1991)
USSR State Prize Winner (1988)
Honorary Professor at Moscow State University (1999)
Honorary Professor at the Geological Institute, Academy of Science of China (1996)
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Moscow Major Prize (2002)
National Ecological Prize (2004)
Russia State medal of the first degree “For great services to the Motherland” (2008)
State Award of the Russian Government (2008)
Scientific and Technical Publications:
Author of 480 publications (among them 12 monograph and 20 patents of inventions in
soil and rock engineering), written and published both in Russian and English, including
12 monographs and 4 manuals in soil engineering. Among them are the monographs
"Determination of soil density and moisture by the γ-rays and neutrons scattering"
(1968), "The nature of strength and deformation properties of clays" (1979),
"Microstructure of clays" (1989), "Clay seals of oil and gas deposits" (2004), etc. He is
a co-author of the well-known in Russia manual on soil and rock engineering (the 3rd,
4th, and 5th editions). In 2003, under his editorship (together with S.K. Shoigu), the 6voluminous monograph "Natural Hazards in Russia" was issued, in writing of which
more than 120 prominent Russian scientists participated. Het is also an author of 20
patents for inventions in soil and rock engineering.
This list includes 130 the most important publications by Victor I. Osipov written in
Russian, and the publications issued in English.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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MEETING INFORMATION
The Canadian Geotechnical Society, the Association of Environmental and Engineering
Geologists and the Joint Technical Committee on Landslides (JTC-1) will hold the
11th International Symposium on Landslides (ISL) and the 2nd North American
Symposium on Landslides at the Banff Springs Hotel in Banff, Alberta, Canada from
June 3 to 8, 2012. The theme of the symposium will be Landslides and Engineered
Slopes: Protecting Society through Improved Understanding.

In conjunction with ISL/NASL 2012, the International Association for Engineering
Geology and the Environment (IAEG) will hold its Executive and Council Meetings
2012. The Council meeting should be attended by representatives of each National
Group of the IAEG and will be held on Sunday, June 3, 2012, beginning at 9:00 am and
ending at 5:00 pm at the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel in the DC Coleman Room.
IAEG members interested in attending Sunday’s Council meeting are invited to
participate in the discussion with the IAEG national representatives.
The 2012 Richard Wolters Prize will be contested during ISL/NASL 2012. The
competition (6 nominees from around the world) will take place on Monday, June 4,
2012 (from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon in the Ivor Petrak Room) and you are encouraged
to support these young engineering geologists by attending the competition. The prize
will be awarded at the Thursday, June 7 Award Luncheon in the Cascade Ballroom.
Finally, IAEG’s prestigious Hans Cloos Medal will be awarded to our eminent Russian
colleague Victor I. Osipov who will give a lecture on “Physico-chemical theory of
effective stresses in soils” at Thursday’s Award luncheon. All registered IAEG
delegates to the symposium are encouraged to attend Thursday’s luncheon to support,
encourage and congratulate the competition participants and awardees.
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CONTACT INFORMATION OF IAEG EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Prof. Carlos Delgado
Escuela Universitaria de
Técnica de Obras Publicas
Calle Alfonso XII, n°3 y 5
28014 Madrid
ESPAGNE

Tel
Ingenieria Fax

+ 34 91 336 77 36
+ 34 91 336 79 61
Mail : carlos.delgado@upm.es

President
Président

Fred BAYNES
Baynes Geologic
9 Chester Street
Subiaco WA 6008
AUSTRALIE

Tel + 61 89 382 12 59
Mob + 61 40 00 23 381
Mail :fredb@iinet.net.au

Immediate past president
Président sortant

Prof. WU Faquan
Institute of Geology and Geophysics
Chinese Academy of Sciences
P.O. Box 9825
Beijing 100029
R.P. de CHINE

Tel + 86 10 82998216
Fax + 86 10 82998216
Mail : wufaquan@mail.igcas.ac.cn
Skype: wufaquan3
Web: www.igcas.ac.cn

Secretary general
Secrétaire général

Pierre POTHÉRAT
CETE de Lyon
Laboratoire Régional des Ponts et
Chaussées
25, avenue François-Mitterrand
Case n°1
69674 Bron cedex
FRANCE

Tel
Fax

Treasurer
Trésorier

Giorgio LOLLINO
CNR-IRPI
Strada delle Cacce, 73
10135 Torino
ITALIE

Tel
Fax

+39 011 3977810
+39 011 3977820
Mail : giorgio.lollino@irpi.cnr.it

Web Editor

John STIFF (South Africa)
JD Geotechnical Services
P.O. Box 13293
Clubview
0014
SOUTH AFRICA

Tel + 27 12 654 5280
Fax + 27 12 654 5277
Mail : jstiff@lantic.net ;
jdgeotech@telkomsa.net
Skype :john.s.stiff
Web :www.saieg.co.za

Vice-president for Africa
Vice-président pour l'Afrique

Runqiu HUANG (China)
Chengdu University of Technology
No.1, Erxianqiao East 3 Rd
Chengdu District
Chengdu, 610059
CHINA

Tel + 8628-84078953
Fax +
Mail : hrq@cdut.edu.cn
Web : www1.cdut.cn

Vice-president for Asia
Vice-président pour l'Afrique

Ann WILLIAMS (New Zealand)
c/- Beca Infrastructure Ltd
132 Vincent St
P O Box 6345
Auckland 1141
NEW ZEALAND

Tel + 64 9 300 9172
Fax + 64 9 300 9300
Mob
+64 28 09 162
Mail : ann.williams@beca.com
Web :www.beca.com

Vice-president for Australasia
Vice-président pour l'Australasie

+ 33 4 72 14 32 77
+ 33 4 72 14 33 42

Mail : p.potherat@cegetel.net
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[National groups : Algeria ; South
Africa]

[National groups : P.R. of China ;
India ; Indonesia ; Iran ; Japan ;
South Korea ; Malaysia ; Nepal ;
Singapore ; South-East Asia ;
Vietnam]

[National groups : Australia ; New
Zealand]

Réjean COUTURE ( Canada)
Geological Survey of Canada
Commission géologique du Canada
Natural Resources Canada
Ressources naturelles Canada
601 Booth St, Ottawa (ON)
K1A 0E8 CANADA

Tel + 1 613 943 5237
Fax + 1 613 992 0190
Mail : rcouture@nrcan.gc.ca
Skype : rcouture@nrcan.gc.ca
Web : www.landslides.nrcan.gc.ca

Vice-president for North America
Vice-président pour l'Amérique du
Nord

Silvina Andrea MARFIL (Argentina)
Geology Department
Universidad Nacional del Sur
San Juan 670
8000 Bahia Blanca
ARGENTINA

Tel + 54 291 4595101 Ext. 3021
Fax + 54 291 4595148
Mail : smarfil@uns.edu.ar

Vice-president for South America
Vice-président pour l'Amérique du
Sud

Atiye TUGRUL (Turkey)
University of Istanbul
Engineering Faculty
Avcilar Campus
34320 Istanbul
TURQUIE

Tel
Fax

Ian JEFFERSON (United Kingdom)
Civil Engineering
The University of Birmingham
Edgbaston
Birmingham
B15 2TT
ROYAUME UNI

Tel
Fax

[National groups : Canada ;
Mexico ; United States of America]

[National groups : Argentina ;
Brazil ; Colombia ; Paraguay ;
Peru]
+ 90 212 4737295
+ 90 532 3617018
Mail : tugrul@istanbul.edu.tr

Vice-president for Europe
Vice-président pour l'Europe
[National groups : Albania ;
Austria ; Belgium ; Cyprus ;
France ; Georgia ; Greece ;
Ireland ; Italy ; the Netherlands ;
Portugal ; Russia ; Spain ;
Switzerland ; Turkey ; United
Kingdom ; Yugoslavia]

+
+
Mail : I.Jefferson@bham.uk

Vice-president for Europe
Vice-président pour l'Europe
[National groups : Bulgaria ;
Croatia ; Czech Republic ;
Denmark ; Estonia ; Finland ;
Germany ; Hungary ; Iceland ;
Lithuania ; Norway ; Poland ;
Romania ; Slovak Republic ;
Slovenia ; Sweden]
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